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MAYBE 
THAT'S МУ 
PROBLEM. | 


SHOULD “ 
THAT STOP 
ME? 


КТ Never nas 
- BEFORE. 


WARNING: PARTS OF THIS COMIC MAY 
READ BETTER BACKWARDS RATHER 
THAN FORWARDS. 


ШШ Бес ees 
THE DEAD ZONE. THE CLOSEST BUT NATURE ABHORS |= LEAVE IT LONG ENOUGH... 
A GALAXY GETS TO ABSOLUTE А VACUUM. 1 
NOTHINGNESS FOR MILLIONS OF --- 
LIGHT YEARS. 5 لل یک‎ 


SMALL THINGS. 


+. AND THINGS START 
TO ФЕЕР ІМ. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 


ЕЖ 


1 


А DISTRESS 
SIGNAL! THAT’S IT! 
THERE’S NOTHING BRINGS 
YOU OUT OF MOPING 
MEDITATION QUITE LIKE AN 
HONEST-TO-GOODNESS 
EMERGENCY. NOW 
THEN... 


USUAL WELCOMING 
COMMITTEE. 


...۵ WIDE-RANGING 
DISTRESS BEACON, ...А HUNDRED 
FLUCTUATING DIRECTIONAL MILLION LIGHT YEARS 
SPREAD... ОН... JUST ОЁ NOTHINGNESS... AND 
LOOK AT YOU... ONLY YOU AND МЕ TO 
APPRECIATE IT. 


Шы” 


А DISTRESS 
SIGNAL FROM 
SOMEONE WHO 
DOESN'T WANT TO 
BE FOUND? 


WHAT KIND OF 
SPACE STATION 
РЕ 7 


NOW THEN, 


DISTRESS CALL... 


ISOLATE THE 
INTRUDERS 


CLEAN. ONE 
HUNDRED PERCENT 
INFECTION FREE. 
REMARKABLE. 


TIME LORD. 

I'M CALLED 
THE DOCTOR. 
YOURSELF? 


GALLUBITAS 
XENAX? 


INSPECTOR, EH? 
BUT YOURE... WELL, 
YOU'RE FROM THIS 
GALAXY BUT ONLY 


PROBABLY JUST 
WENT BACK AND 


MADE HAPPEN 
ANYWAY, 


Let 


TIME LORD 
MATERIALISATION 
TECHNOLOGY. THE 

PLAGUE DION’T EVEN 


TOUCH HIM. 
, = DID «00 PASS 


THROUGH ANY 
SURROUNDING 
SECTORS? 


NO, TOOK A 
SHORTCUT FROM 
A NEIGHBOURING 


ABOUT THE 
MURDER? 


Жо 


( чой KNOW 


NO, BUT IT WAS Nd 

А 4000 Guess, را‎ ew 
EH? NOW TELL МЕ СЕРА 
ABOUT Тиб A : . 
PLACE. кеме 


"Aor 
АТ/МЕ 
LORD. 


Sf ^ RIDICULOUS. 


а 


WHEN THE PLAGUE 
STRUCK, DESPERATE 
SURVIVORS FROM ALL AROUND 

THE DEAD ZONE GATHERED HERE 
AND BUILT THIS PLACE FROM THE 

SHELLS OF THEIR ESCAPE | 

CRAFT. IT TOOK HUNDREDS 

OF YEARS JUST TO FIND 
BACH OTHER. 


DO YOU NOT 
UNDERSTAND? 


NO, IT’S JUST... 
HANG ON, THERE'S / CLEARLY Т 
МО RECEPTION. Т GET DON’T. THE PLAGUE 
RECEPTION EVERYWHERE, AGAIN? 
IT’S ONE OF MY GIFTS. HOW 
AM 1 GOING TO ORGANISE 
А FLASHMOB NOW? 


AIRBORNE? 
SPACE-BORNE? 


COMMUNICATION. 

INFECTED 

BROADCASTS— 
ІТ 

І А 
communicative HN 
019۴۸5٠. АЦ 


| 


THOUSANDS 
OF SPECIES, 
TRILLIONS OF 
LIFEFORMGS... 
WIPED OUT. 


20 YOU FIND THE етніненобій 
A 
E BETTER SHOW МЕ 
FROM ANYWHERE, 
HOLE uP TOGETHER, |4 THE CRIME SCENE, 
YOU BAN ELECTRONIC | 
COMMUNICATION... 


RECEIVED A ٣ 
DISTRESS 
SIGNAL? 


| 4 оме OF THE ~ 
KRONOTIC SPECIES. 
Y / CRYSTALLINE IN 


BANDWIDTH... 


GLAD TO SEE 
NOT EVERYTHING 
CHANGES. 


3 DEDICATED TO 
W PREVENTING CONTACT 
فا‎ BETWEEN THE REFUGE... 

AND ANYONE. 


as ыг 
| E) 


50 00 YOU 
KNOW WHO KILLED 
HIM? WHO SENT 
THE SIGNAL? 


٩ 


| 


| 


SAME PERSON. 


A (fy 
V POSITIVELY 
A IDENTIFIED AS THE 
8 LV INDIVIDUAL TX. МЕ 
V ) HAVE HIM IN 
CUSTODY. 


FORM, ATTUNED TO 


M PRESUMABLY THIS 7 
THe COUNTER [| Means не ٢۶ 
FAMILY WORK IN THE LOCAL 

и SHOP. / 


THE COUNTERS LIVE THEIR 
LIVES ON THE OPPOSITE THEY LIVE 
TIMELINE TO ALL OTHER 4 BACKWARDS. 
SPECIES. N 


YES, YES, YES, 

X GOT THAT, BUT 

NO, NO, NO, NO, № 

NO... NOW THIS! М 
THIS (5 А 
LEGEND. 


АМО THEN 
P op ме HE CALLS MOZZ 
JUST DON’T \ ч: HIS MOTHER. 
KNOW WHY. We + | UNSETTLING. HE'S A WALKING 


JUST САМІТ... SA | PARADOX, Т/М NOT 
TALK TO HIM. OUR SURE 1 SHOULD ВЕ 


TRANSLATION WE GOT 
PATCHES JUST... NBARHIM ZVE 60 
Give UP. 


GOODBYE, 
DOCTOR, OLD 
I FRIEND. 


OMINOUS, 


VOU KNOW Ges I KNOW УО! 
МЕ TOO 


ARE TX OF T 
OUNTER 
NEL FAMILY. 


INDEED, YOU HAVE 
ALREADY ASKED МЕ 
THESE QUESTIONS. 


1 ONLY WANT 
TO ASK ABOUT 
THE MURDER OF 

THE GUARD. 


IT HAS BEEN 
А PLEASURE ТО 
MEET A MEMBER OF 
ANOTHER SPECIES 
WHO COULD TALK TO 
МЕ AS WE DO. 


Noe 
WELL, NO, Т 
ONLY WISH We 
COULD STILL 
SPEAK THAT LA 
way, 


OKAY, THIS 15 
IMPOSSIBLE. NO REALLY. 
I’M MEANT ТО INTERROGATE 

SOMEONE WHO ANSWERS THE 
QUESTION I’M ABOUT ТО ASK 
> BEFORE І ASK IT. 


RIGHT/ SECURE 
THIS ROOM. МО 
MONITORS. WHAT Т AM 
ABOUT TO 00 (5 VERY 
DANGEROUS INDEED. 
NO PEEKING! 


A 
TIME LORD. I'VE 
ALWAYS HEARD 
UCH WONDERFUL 
STORIES. 


MAYBE THIS 4 
15 WHERE МЕ 
GET A STORY M 


OF OUR OWN. 


YOU TRUST 
HIM, DON’T 
YOU? 


\ 


I THINK Т САМ 
DO THIS. Т KNOW І 
AN DO THIS. 


МИ | 


: ИХ 
ES 
m wreeview s WY 
SS ТА) CONCLUDED, 4 
9 2 7 


5, 


АН, THAT'LL BE 
MY RIDE. I’M ОРЕ Г 
\ TO START АТ THE | 
BEGINNING. “ 


We HAVE TO 
STOP MEETING 
0 LIKE THIS. 


І HAVEN'T 
STARTED ЧЕТ. 
MIND IF Т BORROW 
YOUR TARDIS? 


IT'5 YOURS. 
JUST REMEMBER 
TO PUT IT BACK 
TOMORROW. 

Ф, 


AND WHAT 
4 ABOUT THE DEAD 
COMMUNICATIONS 
IF Т COME d NON T 
ACROSS THE „к. GUARD? 
CORPSE OF ALINEAR 
LIFEFORM, THEN Т 
WILL DO MY BEST TO 
REVIVE IT. WHAT 


WOULD YOU DO? І KNOW THAT 


IT DIO NOT. MY 
FAMILY NEVER 
1 NEED ENCOUNTERED 


то 566 Мот? ) THE PLAGUE. 
\ AND LOOZ. | : 5 7 
7 


YANN 
111 55; NS 


WHAT ABOUT MAYBE THEY CAN 


THE PLAGUE? YOU 
KNOW ANY BROADCAST 3 4 ane ЕА 


FEEDBACK COULD 
THREATEN LINEAR COMES. 
ІЕЕ. 


—" 
۴٧ 


“SOMEONE OTHER 
HAN YOU WILL HEA 


тты 


m 


“WHEN THE SIGNAL 
TRAVELS FARTHER, 
SOMEONE MAY SEND 
HELP. RESCUE THESE 
PEOPLE. 


‘FOR WHAT WE KNOW AS 
THE GREAT CREATION, 

THEY WILL SEE AS THE 
GREAT DESTRUCTION. 


WHICH, TO THESE 
CREATURES, WILL ВЕ | д › 
SENDING А DISTRESS КЕЖИК ШАКЕ ха 


“| SET OUT TO RECEIVE THE DISTRESS 
CALL МУ FAMILY HAD TOLD МЕ ABOUT." 


“AND | DECIDED | HAD TO Live 
UP TO МУ FAMILY’S EXAMPLE.” 


Ч “OR 50 | АМ TOLD, | WAS BORN 
MUCH LATER, A MERE DAY AGO. 


— 


p» 7 - “THE ONLY CREATURES WHO LIVE 
d “BUT IN THAT TIME MY PEOPLE ( E 5 LIFE IN OUR DIRECTION, МЕ FOUND 
| TOLD МЕ THEIR ENTIRE HISTORY. 284 ٩ Ч EACH OTHER, AS FAMILY.” 


“BACH RAY OF LIGHT 
FORMED MATTER FROM 
CHAOS, STRUCTURE FROM 
DEBRIS, CREATED THIS 
WHOLE SPACE STATION.” 


“OUR MOLECULES BROUGHT 
TOGETHER IN THESE FORMS 
BY THE GREAT LASERS, AS 
WAS THIS ENTIRE WORLD.” 


TELL МЕ 
MORE ABOUT 
THE GREAT 

CREATION. 


THIS STORY 
NEVER GETS 


120. HENCE MY PURPOSE 
WHEN T Leave Here. TO | (Зэс Чой REALISE 
SAVE THEM FROM THE / | = 7 FROM THE | 
GREAT CREATION. Y YS PERSPECTIVE OF 
‘ ) LINEAR LIFEFORMS, 
THAT THIS 16 THE 
ACT OF SENDING 
A DISTRESS 


SIGNAL. 


YOU COULD NO 
MORE CHANGE THE 
DETAILS OF MY BIRTH 
THAN 1 COULD CHANGE 
THE BLOOD MARK ON 
YOUR FOREHEAD! 


WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS WHEN 
YOU LEAVE THIS 

PLACE? 


OUR FORTY 
MINUTES ARE UP, 
DOCTOR. WHAT 15 

GOING ON IN 

THERE? 


MY BIRTH AT 
THE MANDIBLES OF 
MOZZ AND 1.007, 
ONE DAY AGO. 


IDON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
TIME THEN. 


YOU WILL ВЕ 
RELEASED ТО YOUR 
FAMILY. THIS INTERVIEW 
WILL TAKE LESS THAN МОМ, WHAT 
FORTY MINUTES. 16 YOUR FIRST 
MEMORY? 


DON'T WORRY. 


НЕ 15 INNOCENT OF 
ALL CHARGES. WHAT HE 
DID... WHAT HE WILL DO... 
WAS NOT A MURDER, BUT 

А RESURRECTION. 


THE DEAD 
GUARD HAD ALONG 
LIFE, THANKS TO ТУ. 
IF NOT, THE GUARD 
WOULD HAVE DIED 
А LONG TIME 
AGO, HIS BODY 
UNTOUCHED. 


BUT THAT 15 
IRRELEVANT. 


BECAUSE YOU 
ARE GOING TO 
CONVICT AND 


WHICHEVER WAY YOU 
TRANSLATE IT... TAKE OUT THE 
TENSE INCONSISTENCIES... THIS 

15 AFULL CONFESSION. 


AS ASSIGNED 
TO US, IT 15 OUR 
DUTY TO FOLLOW 

THE LAW. 


| N 
Wi Й | N 
IRREGULAR... 


WILL DESTROY T 
SPACE/TIM 
CONTINUUM. 


( | | À 19. 
/ [©] 


WHAT 16 HE 

DOING? CAN НЕ EVEN 

COMMUNICATE WITH 
THEM? 00 


2 ч 
X DON’T KNOW. 
IF HE REALLY 15 А 
TIME LORD, MAYBE 
HE'S FOUND А 


MAYBE 
E'S JUST... 
AT PEACE. 


<= 
4 IT’S TIME, | 
DOCTOR 


Here BUT А BABY 
NOW. OH, THEY LEARN 
FAST, THE COUNTERS, 
BORN WITH BASIC 
LANGUAGE SKILLS, 
REMARKABLE 
SPECIES. 


ai 
WELL, FOR THE COUNTER 
FAMILY, THIS 15 NOT A SAD 
КУ тм, IT’S А TIME OF 
HAPPINESS, OF... 


BEGINNING то || 71722 
UNDERSTAND. An | 


I'M AFRAID Т 
DO. І WAS АТ HIS 
BEGINNING. 


COMMUNICATION AND 
URDER, TX OF THE 
Counree FAMILY, Т 

\ SENTI EN "d ds то 


Perr | 


X DON’T THINK 

I'LL EVER GET || 

USED TO THIS 
PLACE. 


WON'T 
YOU... STAY, 


ростов? ` 


SORRY, SORRY, Ч 
NEED TO GET THIS 


1 SAVED THE 
DAY. SAW THE BIRTH 
OF A REMARKABLE 

LIFE FORM. 50 WHY 

DON'T І FEEL 

BETTER? 


MAYBE IT’S 
5Т А MATTER 


OF‏ لال 
PERSPECTIVE...‏ 


«AND MAYBE 
IT’S TIME Т FOUND 
SOMEONE TO TALK 

TO ABOUT IT. 


INTERNAL 
MONOLOGUE... 
IT’S JUST NOT 

ME, 15 IT? 


News from the nerve center of IDW Publishing 


HUMANS AND INHUMANS 


ANGEL and ANGEL: ONLY HUMAN see the return of familiar, if not friendly, faces. 


ШОМ. ОМ, 


Following the events іп Angel 23, things get 
complicated in both the ongoing title and a 
miniseries, that spins out of the events in 
that issue. 


First up in July is the beginning of a two- 
part tale that returns Drusilla to the Angel 
universe. What's more, the two-part 
storyline, running in Angel 24 and 25, is 
plotted and co-scripted by “Drusilla” herself, 
actress Juliet Landau. Landau is joined by 
the After the Fall team of co-scripter Brian 
Lynch and artist Franco Urru. Landau’s 
story hints at where Drusilla’s been since her 
last appearance in the Angelverse, what she’s 
done, and who she’s eaten. 


Then in August, Angel: Only Human, from 
writer Scott Lobdell and Star Trek: 
Countdown artist David Messina, makes its 
debut. Directly spinning out of the events 
in Angel 23, the five-part Only Human 
miniseries tells the tale of the ultimate odd 
couple, Gunn and Illyria, as they hit the 
road in their struggle to reconcile their (sometimes literal) inner demons with their 
humanity. Their trip leads to some weird places, including a funeral, a farm, and some 
familial obligations that go terribly awry. 


Angel: Only Human #1 cover by David Messina 


Neck deep in demons and vampires, IDW caught up with Juliet and Scott to find out 
what makes these stories so special. 


Angel #24 cover by Franco Urru 
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ANGEL 24 & 25 


IDW: Juliet, it's been quite awhile since Drusilla 

appeared in comics form. What's it like to revisit 

such an iconic character that you really defined 
with your performance? 


Juliet: First of all, thank you! It has been 
incredible to revisit Dru and get back into 
her mindset. I inhabited the character for 
a long period of time, and it has been a 
very creative process to come back to it. 
I've had a blast working on this! 


IDW: What, for you, is the most 
important aspect of Drusilla as a character? 


Juliet: It is hard to pinpoint one. Drusilla 
is a very rich, dynamic character. There are 
so many dimensions to her. That was why I 
enjoyed playing her so much. She is delicate 
and childlike, diabolical and sensual. She is 
a villain but there was this incredible love 
story. And she’s unpredictable. You never 
know what she will do next. 


IDW: What inspired this 
particular tale? 


Juliet: It just came flowing to me! 
Chris Ryall and Brian approached 
me about doing the issues. I was 
thrilled and we were off and 
running. 


IDW: How was collaborating 
with Brian Lynch? Any hints as to 
where Drusilla has been or where 


she'll end up? 


Juliet: It has been fantastic 
working with Brian! He is so 
talented! I think we've had an 
amazing, fluid process and 
workflow. It has been so much 
fun! 


What I can say about the issues is 
they take place just before the Fall 
and just after. I think that’s where 
I should leave it for now... 


Angel #25 cover by Nick Runge 


ANGEL: ONLY HUMAN 


Angel: Only Human #2 cover by David Messina 


IDW: So, Scott, what made you want to tell a story about 
Illyria and Gunn? What was it about these two characters that 
really caught your attention? 


Scott: Honestly, it was one of those fortuitous experiences 
where an editor calls you up and says, “What do you think of 
doing an Illyria and Gunn mini series?” I love the idea of 
being assigned characters to work with! If he had said how 
about a series starring Buffy’s Dead Mom and the janitor at 
Lorne’s club, I would have loved the chance to find the story 
there. When I started delving into the events of Angel: After the 
Fall and started really examining the history between Gunn 
and Illyria (there wouldn’t even be an Illyria back on Earth 
without him), I realized this could be the most interesting 
pairing of characters in all the Angelverse! 


Gunn spent the better part of his life hating and killing 
vampires, only to eventually become one during the events of 
After the Fall. Шупа spent the better part of her own Ше 
loathing and enslaving pretty much any life form that wasn’t 
her, only to find herself brought back to life in the body of a 
human—maybe the lowest sentient life form she could 
imagine. 


By bringing them together in this story and focusing on just 
the two of them I am having a blast watching them come to 
terms with what it means to be so powerful one day and so 
not the next. 


IDW: With Gunn as the Big Bad and Шума becoming her old demon 
self just long enough to try and destroy the world in After the Fall, do 
you think either of them can really be redeemed? 


Scott: I don’t think anyone will know the answer to that for 
a very long time, certainly no one reading this series! That’s 
because I don’t really have any interest in seeing them 
redeemed. Га much rather see them rubbing their own 
problems against each other like two dried pieces of wood in 
the forest and trying to see what sparks ignite as a result. 


IDW: What's it like to get to play with these two particular characters? 
Any challenges you weren't prepared for? 


Scott: Hmmm. I have to admit there was something of a 
Superman/Batman scenario here. You have Gunn who can 
clean out a nest of vamps with a stake and a battle axe 
(Batman) and you have Illyria who could kick Ares's ass if he 
was foolish enough to annoy her with a challenge (Superman). 
I found myself having to be mindful of the scale of their 
movements and actions throughout the story to make sure it 
didn't turn into the “Illyria and Some Guy” series. 


IDW: Can you give us any clues as to where the characters will end up by 
the end? Any new Big Bads we can expect a fight with? 


Scott: While there is a mysterious Big Bad as yet to be named, 
I will tell you I am most excited by the return of the Scourge! 
As long time Angel fans know, they were introduced in the first 
season as demon supremacists—the notion that there are these 
demonic Nazis who view vampires (among other things) as 
genetic filth. It was just so awesome and I was always sorry 
they never made a comeback. They have this worldview 
where they are the most pure and powerful bloodline since the 
Old Ones themselves. Illyria doesn't see it that way. 


Since I haven't gotten to the end yet, I’m as excited as 
everyone else to see how it all winds up! Even when I was 
writing ongoing monthly titles I never liked to plan too far 
ahead. I'd much rather get the story going and then see where 
it winds up than planning every detail. I figure if I’m surprised 
by a story’s ending then the readers will be as well! ШІ 


